
Neighbourhood Plans
A new approach to Secondary Plans



What is proposed?
• City of London is considering changes to the approach to 

the Secondary Plan process for areas added to the Urban 
Growth Boundary

• Neighbourhood Plans are proposed to be a streamlined, 
applicant-initiated Secondary Plan process

What is a Secondary Plan?

• A Secondary Plan provides a more detailed policy 
framework, which supports and implements the broader 
objectives of the Official Plan (The London Plan)

• City initiated planning exercise to coordinate development 
across multiple properties before planning and 
development applications

What is an Urban Growth Boundary?

• The boundary line that separates land for urban 
development from land for rural use within the overall city 
limits

• It is a tool used to plan and manage where new growth, like 
housing and business, will be permitted in the future



What is changing?
• No immediate changes are being proposed

• The Province of Ontario requires a submission to request 
“approval to proceed” before any amendments are 
presented for council approval

• The introduction of Neighbourhood Plans does not require 
property owners to make changes to their property or 
buildings, and existing uses such as agriculture can 
continue

What happens if the Province approves?

• City staff will continue engaging with affected parties 
including residents, property owners, Indigenous 
communities, developers, community organizations, and 
institutions

• Official Plan Amendments to introduce Neighbourhood 
Plans as a secondary planning process will be presented to 
Municipal Council for approval



What is the impact?

• Areas subject to an Urban Growth 
Boundary expansion would be 
required to complete a 
Neighbourhood Plan prior to any 
development occurring

• Applicants can create Neighbourhood 
Plans in any of the expansion areas to 
establish the framework for future
communities

• The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan would 
include opportunities for public consultation and 
completion of background studies

• Council adopted an expansion in December 2025 
– visit the Get Involved Page for more details

Note: The expansion areas shown are pending Provincial Approval 

https://getinvolved.london.ca/london-plan-review


What happens next?

1. Preliminary Engagement
Conceptual drafts prepared 
and engagement completed 
with development industry 
and Indigenous partners. Two 
public participation meetings 
held for initial feedback.

2. Submission to Province
Request approval to proceed with 
preparation of amendments to 
Secondary Plan policies. Council 
endorsement of formal 
submission to fulfill Planning Act 
s. 17(21.1)

3. Provincial Review
Submission materials reviewed to 
determine whether the City of 
London can proceed with a 
proposal to amend The London Plan

If the submission is not approved 
then no changes will be made

4. Community Consultation 
on Proposed Amendments
Public consulted on the proposed 
changes to Secondary Plan policies. 
Staff finalize recommendations 
based on feedback

5. Council Approval
Staff report presented for 
Council Approval including 
recommended amendments to 
London Plan

Neighbourhood 
Plans

• Applicants can prepare 
Neighbourhood Plans based 
on the approved policies
 

• Public consultation and  
required studies will be 
completed prior to Council 
Approval of a Neighbourhood 
Plan
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