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Aanii,
 
I hope you have been doing well. I wanted to provide you with a status update for the City of
London Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP) Update Study, which was initiated on August
24, 2023. Please see attached the Project Status Update letter, which is also being delivered
by registered mail. Attached is also a copy of the Notice of Commencement and Project
Information Sheet which were previously sent at the start of the project.
 
The City of London recognizes the importance of the engagement and consultation process
and values the input and feedback from your community, Bkejwanong Territory (Walpole
Island) First Nation. We invite you to provide your community’s comments and perspectives on
the study update. Should you have any questions, or would like to meet in person to discuss
this study update, please don’t hesitate to contact the City’s Project Manager, Yanzhen Ou
(oyanzhen@london.ca).
 
Miigwech,
 

GEI  

ASHLEY AN, B.A.S.c, LEED Green Associate (She/Her)
Technical Specialist

416.703.0667...7231 | cell: 647.515.8931
3300 Highway No. 7 | Suite 402 | Vaughan, Ontario L4K 4M3 | Canada
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STATUS UPDATE 
THE CITY OF LONDON  


POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN (PPCP) UPDATE STUDY 


March 13, 2025 


Chief Leela Thomas 
Bkejwanong Territory (Walpole Island) 
R.R. #3 117 Tahgahoning Road 
Walpole Island, ON N8A 4K9 


Aanii Chief Thomas, 


I hope you have been doing well. This letter is to provide you with a project status update for the City of London 
Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP) Update Study, in advance of the Public Information Centre (PIC) planned for 
April 2025. We’d like the opportunity to discuss the proposed strategy with you and incorporate any feedback you may 
have at your earliest convenience. 


Please note that the Study was officially initiated on August 24, 2023 (please see attached the Notice of 
Commencement and Project Information Sheet). Since the last project status update on March 15, 2024, the 
Project Team completed a comprehensive background review and inventory of the Study Area systems. Additionally, 
updates to the wastewater hydraulic model have been finalized and used to assess the frequency and volume of 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) for the 2018 typical year rainfall. We have 
also ranked the existing sewer overflow and pumping station bypass locations within the City, and high-priority sites 
were identified as those with greater discharge volume, do not meet the 90% capture of wet weather flow volume, and 
have an existing impaired status for the receiving watercourse(s). 


In accordance with Phase 2 of the Municipal Class EA process for Master Plans, various pollution reduction 
alternatives were evaluated to satisfy the requirements of MECP Procedure F-5-5, without also negatively impacting 
existing system performance (i.e. sanitary sewer service and basement flooding protection). Alongside traditional 
mitigation strategies focusing on capital infrastructure improvements (sewer upsizing, provision of storage, further 
combined sewer separation, etc.), the City has identified a long-term source control strategy. If implemented, it would 
facilitate the total disconnection of properties with weeping tiles currently connected to the City’s sewer system and 
ultimately reduce CSOs and SSOs to the Thames River and other receiving streams. 


The City of London recognizes the importance of the engagement and consultation process and values the input and 
feedback from your community, Bkejwanong Territory. We invite you to provide your community’s comments and 
perspectives on the study update. The date of the PIC has not yet been confirmed, but the Notice of PIC with details 
on how to attend the in-person event will be posted to the Project Website in the coming weeks, and can be accessed 
using the link below.  


 
Should you have any questions, or would like to meet in person to discuss this study update, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the City’s Project Manager, Yanzhen Ou (oyanzhen@london.ca). 


Miigwech. 



https://london.ca/PPCP

mailto:oyanzhen@london.ca






PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 


THE CITY OF LONDON  


POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN (PPCP) UPDATE STUDY 


  


BACKGROUND  


 


The City of London (City) initiated a Pollution Prevention and Control Plan (PPCP) project in 2012 as part of its 


ongoing efforts to improve the performance of the City’s sanitary and combined sewer infrastructure. Sewer system 


overflows (SSOs), Combined Sewer overflows (CSOs) and other Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) and Pumping 


Station (PS) bypasses that exist in the system were originally built to protect homes from basement flooding caused by 


the inflow and infiltration of excessive amounts of stormwater. The discharge from these SSOs and bypasses was 


directed to receiving water bodies including the Thames River, Dingman Creek, Medway Creek, Pottersburg Creek, 


and the Coves.  


The primary objective of this PPCP was to develop an implementation plan for a long-term solution that will limit the 


volume and frequency of untreated wastewater discharges to the receiving streams from various SSOs and bypasses 


throughout the City, while maintaining an acceptable level of service and protection against basement flooding. The 


PPCP follows the MECP’s F-5-5 Procedure criteria for SSOs, as outlined in the figure below.  


 
  


This Study will be performed as an Approach #1 Master Plan, satisfying Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Engineers 


Association Class Environmental Assessment process (October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011, 2015, and 2023), 


which is an approved process under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. 


  







STUDY AREA 


 


The City of London is located at the forks of the Thames River in central Western Ontario on the southwestern 


peninsula and has an approximate population of 405,000 as of 2017. The PPCP study area included the Thames 


River subwatershed areas within the City boundaries. Please refer to the attached maps from the City of London’s 


Official Plan (the London Plan) which shows areas of natural features, natural resources, and cultural heritage 


landscapes. 


Today, the City is responsible for approximately 2750 km of sanitary, storm and combined sewers. The City's sanitary 


sewer system was previously comprised of 6 main sewersheds (Pottersburg, Greenway, Adelaide, Oxford, Vauxhall 


and Lambeth). However, in early 2018, the Southland WWTP, which previously treated sanitary flow in the Lambeth 


sewershed was decommissioned and replaced with a pumping station to direct flows to the Greenway wastewater 


treatment plant for treatment.  


WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED 


 


The focus of 2018 Phase Three PPCP was to evaluate and recommend preferred SSO and bypass control measures. 


These recommended control measures address the priority SSOs and bypasses and allow the City to meet system-


wide compliance with MECP’s F-5-5 Procedure and mitigate the impacts of SSO and bypasses on the Thames River 


and its tributaries.  


The PPCP Update Study will review the identified areas of improvement and incorporate a cost-benefit analysis to 


confirm the prioritization of pollution source reduction options for each specific SSO location. A prioritized 5-year action 


plan will ultimately be developed that outlines remediation activities and strategies to proactively manage the 


wastewater system in the City of London.  


As an Approach #1 Master Plan, technical studies (Natural Heritage, Cultural Heritage, and Archaeological 


Assessment) are not being completed and field investigations are not anticipated as part of the scope of this Study. 


Future Schedule B and Schedule C projects will be required to implement the proposed pollution source reduction 


options. 


POTENTIAL IMPACTS 


 


Through the MCEA process, the Project Team will be completing an evaluation of the wastewater servicing strategies. 


The evaluation and selection of the wastewater strategies will aim to minimize impacts to Indigenous Rights Holders, 


Indigenous Interest Holders, the community, and the environment where possible. This includes review of impacts to 


watercourses, sensitive natural features, drinking water, wildlife habitat, endangered species, and archaeological 


resources.  


CONTACT INFORMATION 


 


 


 


   


 


 


 


 


 


 


The City of London understands the importance of consultation and participation as part of the Duty to Consult and 


the MCEA process. The City would like to encourage open and honest dialogue  and the exchange of information 


and Indigenous knowledge throughout this Study.  The Project Team will continue to provide project updates for this 


Study. Please reach out to Yanzhen Ou, the Project Manager, should you have any question.


Yanzhen Ou,  M.Eng,  P.Eng.


Environmental Services Engineer,  Sewer Engineering


City of London


300 Dufferin Avenue


London ON N6A 4L9


Tel: (519) 661-2489 ext.  4015


Email:  oyanzhen@london.ca



mailto:oyanzhen@london.ca
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This notice was first issued on August 24, 2023 


NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT 


THE CITY OF LONDON  


POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN (PPCP) UPDATE STUDY 


WHAT IS THIS STUDY ABOUT? 


 


The City of London, together with GM BluePlan Engineering, is starting a project that will help us to develop an 


updated Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP).  


The project will: 


• Identify an effective management strategy to limit the volume and frequency of untreated wastewater 


discharges into the Thames River and receiving streams, 


• Review the 2018 PPCP Implementation Plan to identify areas of improvement and address future needs, 


• Incorporate a cost-benefit analysis to support prioritization of pollution source reduction options, 


• Evaluate projects and programs to maximize benefits, feasibility, and participation of the public, and 


• Engage the public and First Nations communities in the development of the updated action plan. 


The PPCP will ultimately develop a prioritized 5-year action plan that outlines remediation activities and strategies to 


proactively manage the wastewater system in the City of London, while demonstrating that the wastewater system 


meets the requirements set out by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP)’s F-5-5 


procedure. 


For more information about the PPCP project, please visit london.ca/PPCP or scan the QR 


code with your smartphone.  


 


HOW IS THIS STUDY PERFORMED? 


This study will be performed as a Master Planning Study, satisfying Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Engineers 


Association Class Environmental Assessment process (October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011, 2015, and 2023), 


which is an approved process under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.  


GET INVOLVED! 


The City of London encourages residents and other interested parties to actively participate in the review and update 


of the PPCP. Opportunities to be involved in the study will be advertised on the City’s website, including one Public 


Information Centre (PIC) for you to provide comments and feedback. Upon study completion, a final PPCP report will 


be available for public review.  


Anyone who wishes to be involved in this study should indicate their interest, to the following: 


Yanzhen Ou, M.Eng, P.Eng. 


Environmental Services Engineer, 


Sewer Engineering 


City of London 


300 Dufferin Avenue 


London ON N6A 4L9 


Tel: (519) 661-2489 ext. 4015 


Email: oyanzhen@london.ca 


James Jorgensen, C.WEM, C.Env, MIAM 


Infrastructure Planning, Partner 


GM BluePlan Engineering Limited 


Royal Centre, 3300 Highway 7, Suite 402 


Vaughan ON L4K 4M3 


Tel: (416) 703-0667 ext. 7209 


Email: james.jorgensen@gmblueplan.ca 


Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection Privacy Act. 


With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 


 !



https://london.ca/PPCP

mailto:oyanzhen@london.ca

mailto:james.jorgensen@gmblueplan.ca
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london.ca/PPCP 

STATUS UPDATE 
THE CITY OF LONDON  

POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN (PPCP) UPDATE STUDY 

March 13, 2025 

Chief Leela Thomas 
Bkejwanong Territory (Walpole Island) 
R.R. #3 117 Tahgahoning Road 
Walpole Island, ON N8A 4K9 

Aanii Chief Thomas, 

I hope you have been doing well. This letter is to provide you with a project status update for the City of London 
Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP) Update Study, in advance of the Public Information Centre (PIC) planned for 
April 2025. We’d like the opportunity to discuss the proposed strategy with you and incorporate any feedback you may 
have at your earliest convenience. 

Please note that the Study was officially initiated on August 24, 2023 (please see attached the Notice of 
Commencement and Project Information Sheet). Since the last project status update on March 15, 2024, the 
Project Team completed a comprehensive background review and inventory of the Study Area systems. Additionally, 
updates to the wastewater hydraulic model have been finalized and used to assess the frequency and volume of 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) for the 2018 typical year rainfall. We have 
also ranked the existing sewer overflow and pumping station bypass locations within the City, and high-priority sites 
were identified as those with greater discharge volume, do not meet the 90% capture of wet weather flow volume, and 
have an existing impaired status for the receiving watercourse(s). 

In accordance with Phase 2 of the Municipal Class EA process for Master Plans, various pollution reduction 
alternatives were evaluated to satisfy the requirements of MECP Procedure F-5-5, without also negatively impacting 
existing system performance (i.e. sanitary sewer service and basement flooding protection). Alongside traditional 
mitigation strategies focusing on capital infrastructure improvements (sewer upsizing, provision of storage, further 
combined sewer separation, etc.), the City has identified a long-term source control strategy. If implemented, it would 
facilitate the total disconnection of properties with weeping tiles currently connected to the City’s sewer system and 
ultimately reduce CSOs and SSOs to the Thames River and other receiving streams. 

The City of London recognizes the importance of the engagement and consultation process and values the input and 
feedback from your community, Bkejwanong Territory. We invite you to provide your community’s comments and 
perspectives on the study update. The date of the PIC has not yet been confirmed, but the Notice of PIC with details 
on how to attend the in-person event will be posted to the Project Website in the coming weeks, and can be accessed 
using the link below.  

 
Should you have any questions, or would like to meet in person to discuss this study update, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the City’s Project Manager, Yanzhen Ou (oyanzhen@london.ca). 

Miigwech. 

https://london.ca/PPCP
mailto:oyanzhen@london.ca
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STATUS UPDATE 
THE CITY OF LONDON  

POLLUTION PREVENTION CONTROL PLAN (PPCP) UPDATE STUDY 

March 13, 2025 

Chief Nikki van Oirschot 
Caldwell First Nation 
14 Orange Street 
Leamington, ON N8H 1P5 

Aanii Chief Nikki van Oirschot, 

I hope you have been doing well. This letter is to provide you with a project status update for the City of London 
Pollution Prevention Control Plan (PPCP) Update Study, in advance of the Public Information Centre (PIC) planned for 
April 2025. We’d like the opportunity to discuss the proposed strategy with you and incorporate any feedback you may 
have at your earliest convenience. 

Please note that the Study was officially initiated on August 24, 2023 (please see attached the Notice of 
Commencement and Project Information Sheet). Since the last project status update on March 15, 2024, the 
Project Team completed a comprehensive background review and inventory of the Study Area systems. Additionally, 
updates to the wastewater hydraulic model have been finalized and used to assess the frequency and volume of 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) for the 2018 typical year rainfall. We have 
also ranked the existing sewer overflow and pumping station bypass locations within the City, and high-priority sites 
were identified as those with greater discharge volume, do not meet the 90% capture of wet weather flow volume, and 
have an existing impaired status for the receiving watercourse(s). 

In accordance with Phase 2 of the Municipal Class EA process for Master Plans, various pollution reduction 
alternatives were evaluated to satisfy the requirements of MECP Procedure F-5-5, without also negatively impacting 
existing system performance (i.e. sanitary sewer service and basement flooding protection). Alongside traditional 
mitigation strategies focusing on capital infrastructure improvements (sewer upsizing, provision of storage, further 
combined sewer separation, etc.), the City has identified a long-term source control strategy. If implemented, it would 
facilitate the total disconnection of properties with weeping tiles currently connected to the City’s sewer system and 
ultimately reduce CSOs and SSOs to the Thames River and other receiving streams. 

The City of London recognizes the importance of the engagement and consultation process and values the input and 
feedback from your community, Caldwell First Nation. We invite you to provide your community’s comments and 
perspectives on the study update. The date of the PIC has not yet been confirmed, but the Notice of PIC with details 
on how to attend the in-person event will be posted to the Project Website in the coming weeks, and can be accessed 
using the link below.  

 
Should you have any questions, or would like to meet in person to discuss this study update, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the City’s Project Manager, Yanzhen Ou (oyanzhen@london.ca). 

Miigwech. 

https://london.ca/PPCP
mailto:oyanzhen@london.ca
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