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Schedule 1 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

2018 MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMPLIANCE AUDIT COMMITTEE  
 
Name 
 
The name of the Committee is the “2018 Municipal Election Compliance Audit Committee”. 
 
Term of the Committee 

 
The term of the Committee shall be from December 1, 2018 to November 15, 2022. 
 
Meetings 
 
The Committee will meet as needed, with meetings to be scheduled by the City Clerk or their 
designate when a compliance audit application is received. 
 
Mandate 

 
The Committee is required to act in accordance with the powers and obligations set out in the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended (MEA).  The Committee will be required to: 

 
 consider a compliance audit application received from an elector that a candidate or 

a registered third party has contravened provisions of the MEA relating to election 
campaign finances and determine whether it should be granted or rejected; 

 if the application is granted, the committee shall appoint an auditor to conduct a 
compliance audit; 

 receive the auditor’s report; 
 consider the auditor’s report and if the report concludes that the candidate or 

registered third party appear to have contravened a provision of the MEA relating to 
election campaign finances, the committee may commence legal proceedings 
against the candidate or third party for the apparent contravention; and,   

 consider the report(s) of the clerk identifying each contributor to a candidate for office 
on a council or a registered third party who appears to have contravened any of the 
contribution limits under section 88.9 or 88.13 of the MEA and decide whether to 
commence a legal proceeding against a contributor for an apparent contravention. 

 
Composition 

 
The Committee will be composed of three (3) members, with membership drawn from the 
following stakeholder groups:  

 
a) accounting and audit – accountants or auditors with experience in preparing or auditing 

the financial statements of municipal candidates; 
b) academic – college or university professors with expertise in political science or local 

government administration;  
c) legal profession with experience in municipal law, municipal election law or 

administrative law;  
d)    professionals who in the course of their duties are required to adhere to codes or 

standards of their profession which may be enforced by disciplinary tribunals; and, 
e) other individuals with knowledge of the campaign financing rules of the Municipal 

Elections Act, 1996, as amended. 
 
Members of Council, employees or officers of the municipality or local board, any persons who 
are registered third parties in the municipality in the election for which the committee is 
established or any persons who are candidates in the election for which the Committee is 
established are not eligible to be appointed to the Committee, pursuant to clause 88.37(2) of the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended. 
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Further, an individual shall be deemed ineligible to be a member of the Committee if they 
prepare the financial statements of any candidate running for office on Municipal Council during 
the term for which the Committee has been established. 
 
Appointment Process 
 
All applicants will be required to submit a summary outlining their qualifications and experience.  
A Nomination Committee consisting of the Managing Director, Corporate Services and Chief 
Financial Officer/City Treasurer, the City Clerk and the Deputy City Clerk will submit a short list 
of candidates to Council through the Corporate Services Committee.  Any vacancies which arise 
after December 1, 2018 shall be nominated by the Nomination Committee to Council, through 
the Corporate Services Committee. 
 
Members will be selected on the basis of the following: 
 
a) demonstrated knowledge and understanding of municipal election campaign financing 

rules and knowledge of the MEA and related regulations; 
b) proven analytical and decision-making skills; 
c) experience working on a committee, administrative tribunal, task force or similar setting; 
d) availability and willingness to attend meetings; and, 
e) excellent oral and written communication skills; 
 
Members will be appointed by Municipal Council. 
 
Compensation 
 
Members shall receive an honorarium of $100.00 per meeting, to be funded from the Election 
Reserve.  Administrative costs for such items as printing and mailing will be absorbed within the 
City Clerk’s Operating Budget. 
 
Staff Support 

 
The City Clerk shall establish administrative practices and procedures for the Committee and 
shall carry out any other duties required under this Act to implement the Committee’s decisions.  
 
Funding  
 
Costs related to the retention of an auditor will be funded from the Election Reserve. 
 
Costs incurred as a result of a decision of the Committee being challenged to the Superior Court 
of Justice shall be funded from the Election Reserve. 
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Continued 

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Paul Paolatto Election 
Campaign's financial reporting process. 

Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's 
report includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a 
guarantee that audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing 
standards will always detect material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from 
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably 
be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial 
statements. As part of an audit in accordance Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, 
we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We 
also: 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether

• fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The
risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
• procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of

expressing an opinion

• the effectiveness of the Campaign's internal control.
• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, and

whether

• the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner
that achieves presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the 
planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant 
deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit 

0J,<.JVhJ2A 11 /a:Yc_Q LL p
TurnerMoore LLP 

Chartered Professional Accountants 

Licensed Public Accountants 

March 28,2019 

TurnerMoore 
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CHENG COMPLAINT 

Please see below a timeline of the multiple ways that Paul Cheng has violated the Ontario Municipal 
Elections Act by “jumping the gun” and campaigning in all but name earlier than allowed by law, May 1, 

2018. London has been subjected to TV ads, billboards and “town hall” meeting prior to this date. As 
you will see below this is only the tip of the iceberg. Cheng, runner-up to Brown in the 2014 race, 

opened his office in January of 2018 and regularly fans out electronic invites to his “town hall” events 
provocatively billed as, “Why not London?” Cheng also crafted TV commercials that smack of two-

minute mayoral pitches targeting BRT. I think serious contemplation needs to be given to the question if 
and how these moves differ from his official campaign. Further details provided below as I happened 

across them: 

This issue for me began in May 2017, when Paul Cheng (http://paulchenglondon.ca/) held a press 
conference on the steps of city hall to announce his intention to enter the Mayor’s race. At that time, he 
asked people to visit his website, something he later repeated on various local media sources. (example: 

https://omny.fm/shows/the-andrew-lawton-show/mayoral-andidate-paul-cheng-on-the-andrew-
lawton-s ) Upon visiting the site, I was dismayed to discover I could and did donate $5 to his campaign. 

My sadness arose both at the obvious Municipal Act violation and the fact I could have spent that 
money on something that was actually useful. To date that money has not been returned. 

 

 
 

I of course contacted the local elections office at the time and was simply pointed to the Municipal 
Elections Act – and this part in particular: 

 
Enforcement – The courts are the appropriate body for enforcement of the Municipal Elections Act in 

Ontario. Police investigations and Crown prosecutions ensure a process where evidence is properly 
gathered and weighed. A process where individuals could forward prosecutions independently without 

police involvement could result in challenges to due process. 
 

I did follow up with the London Police Services but after a short back and forth, it was mutually agreed 
this did not seem like an ideal use of resources given the more pressing issues they are currently dealing 

with in our community. Now that the election period has begun and the candidate has filed his 
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nomination papers I am hopeful that the matter can now be investigated as well as further infractions 
detailed below. 

While the “Paul Cheng for Mayor Facebook” page 
(https://www.facebook.com/pg/PaulChengforMayor/)  did stop publishing in the fall of 2014, it started 
regularly posting again on September 18, 2017. It has continued ever since. A couple of early posts that 
might be worth your attention are below, although of course there are 100s prior to the legal campaign 

of May 1, 2018. If not 1000’s. First, from September 26, 2017 (please also note comment) … 

And a few short weeks later – October 18,2017. 
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In December 2017 we were treated to a video that appears to be professionally put together  titled 
“PAUL CHENG LONDON - Lets build a better London 2018” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqJ3-

sOY2J8). 

And having a “Multicultural Media and Advertisement company specialized in Corporate, Broadcast and 
Educational Audio and Video production and post-production design bringing together skilled 

professionals with dynamic experience” put it together and post it sounds an awful like something that 
might one might reasonable expect to incur expenses. Just a thought. (http://www.topevents.ca/ ) 

In January 2018, we have learned about the hiring of a the hiring of an “Executive Assistant - 
Communications at Paul Cheng's Office” (https://www.linkedin.com/in/kattie-forbes/) 

And even an open house … 
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… as well we can also add TV commercials as an addition to this pre-campaigning campaign as of January 
2018. This is likely obvious but each and every one of things incurs expenses and goes against both the 

letter and the spirit of the Ontario Municipal Election Act. 

Another video recorded, edited and uploaded to social media as well as his website. Ads on television 
and promoted social media posts continue in earnest. 
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Even city councillors are not immune from the campaigning, as this January 19, 2018 not from ward 6’s 
Phil Squire illustrates … 

Additionally, since (at least) early January http://paulchenglondon.ca has listed the following as his 
address and phone number. I will simply draw your attention to the fact that the contact information is 

in fact address and phone number of his campaign office: 
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So we’ve established that he promoted and advertised his website, campaign office contact information 
prior to the May 1, 2018 nomination filing date. Certainly there is no way he would actually schedule a 
town hall or similar campaign event, is there? I draw your attention to this, found on the same website 

on January 23, 2018 at 9:25AM: 
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Paul Cheng has been referred to as “Mayoral Candidates” by local media for some time now and I can 
hardly blame them for their confusion. He is frequently asked to provide comments for stories regarding 

municipal politics. While his intentions have long been known, it should be obvious to everyone that 
until May 1, 2018 that is not the case and is clearly causing voter confusing I hate to think that London is 
giving the impression that pre campaign campaigns are allowed to exist because even if you report it, it 
is not dealt with until after elections. Should we not change that? It seems akin to disqualifying a goal 

once the hockey game has been won, no? 

It was actually Jan 19th, 2018 when the first poll came out (http://www.iheartradio.ca/newstalk-1290-
cjbk/new-poll-cheng-leading-over-other-mayoral-candidates-but-most-undecided-1.3565712) with 

Cheng leading the way. Again, to remind you, it is my assertion that he will not actually be a candidate 
for almost three months still, on May 1, 2018. 

“The focus is not on running the city better but to make sure any potential challenger is killed off 
before the process even starts in four years from now.” – Paul Cheng, March 31, 2015 

January 23, 2018 - a “reminder” was sent from the city clerk’s office to Mr. Cheng about the Municipal 
Elections Act. His response surprised nobody: “We have obeyed the law, and the spirit of the law,” he 
said. “They’re saying ‘Watch it buddy,’ so my response is, ‘What are you accusing me of?’” Cheng said 
the email doesn’t change his plans to advertise or work out of his office, noting his messaging doesn’t 

include any reference to a mayoral campaign, nor does it ask for votes or money. 

“A person cannot become a candidate prior to being nominated during the nomination period. A 
candidate cannot expend monies unless the individual is a candidate,” - city clerk Cathy Saunders, 

January 23, 2018. 

While I hardly have to remind you, this is the same Paul Cheng that missed the deadline to file his 
campaign finance paperwork last time, thus initially disqualifying him from running again in the 2018 

election. In stark contrast to the $25,000 a candidate can spend on their own campaign, he also 
managed last time (before the rule change) to spend a mind-boggling $126,687 of his own personal 

money. Based on everything I have seen so far I am increasingly skeptical he intends to adhere to the 
budget limits, if he is even aware of them. In light of this fact, I hope and trust due diligence is followed 

when (and if) his campaign budget numbers are audited. 

“We are asking people, ‘What are your concerns?’ As a taxpayer, or a Londoner, I have every right . . . 
I’m just one guy with a belief in the city.” 

— Expected mayoral candidate Paul Cheng, on his town hall events. (Feb 2, 2018) 

Why Not London? Event Feb. 28, 2018 (http://paulchenglondon.ca/event/paul-cheng-launches-not-
london/): Reminder, he continues to assert that this is not a campaign event. From the description: “We 
want ALL Londoners excited about building London’s future…. SO we ask: “Why Not London?” Let’s start 

talking! Go to www.whynotlondon.ca and share your voice, your thoughts, your ideas with ALL fellow 
Londoners? #whynotlondon. We need your help!” And then later, “Thanks again for all your support!” 
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March 16th, 2018 – spotted the sign below up at 536 Queen's Ave. I actually believe the sign had been 
up for some time but it was the first time seeing it in person. 
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March 16th, 2018 – a blog post, “Red Tape: Barriers to Business in London: 
(http://paulchenglondon.ca/red-tape-barriers-to-business-in-london/) 

Among the high/lowlights: “Over the past few months, I’ve hosted a number of Town Halls and met with 
many business owners. When asked, “what’s the ONE thing you would change in our city?” Many 
business owners respond that the red tape and the obstructionist mentality in City Hall makes it 

incredibly difficult to do business in London. We need to be more pro-business and more responsive to 
the needs of business if we are going to grow our city.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFpAvZE0IVI 

We need to ask ourselves in what capacity is he commenting on this system and can we infer that his 
plans to change it include him being Mayor of the city? 

Why Not London Town Halls – events scheduled for April 11th & 24th with the following description: Join 
us for our Why Not London Town Hall on Wednesday, April 11, 2018. Come out and tell us how we can 

improve the City of London for everyone. Speak up and be heard! You have a voice here. 

Seems pretty similar to campaign events, no? 

March 26th, 2018 – Not sure when this was added but just noticed it today, Why there is another town 
hall planned! “Why Not London Town Hall – April 11, 2018 – at the Lambeth Community Centre. 

Join us for our Why Not London Town Hall on Wednesday, April 11, 2018. Come out and tell us how we 
can improve the City of London for everyone. Speak up and be heard! You have a voice here.” 

http://paulchenglondon.ca/event/why-not-london-town-hall/ 

March 26th, 2018 – twitter post (https://twitter.com/PaulChengLdn/status/978315662035767307) that 
seems to suggest he is not only discussing municipal issues but then furthermore letting citizens know 

his proposed methods to fix them, and I believe once again that ‘as Mayor’ is implied here: 
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March 29th, 2018 – This twitter post contains a link to his pre-campaign campaign website (which was 
also his ACTUAL campaign website for the previous municipal election) where he discusses London’s lack 

of action on the homeless front, “London’s Homeless: Nameless, Faceless, and Uncounted” 
(https://paulchenglondon.ca/londons-homeless-nameless-faceless-and-uncounted/) Again, this sounds 
a LOT like a platform to me. As one example I would point you to “At my last Town Hall meeting a large 

part of the discussion and concerns raised by Londoners focused on homelessness. When I hear and 
read information like the following, how can I – how can we all – not be concerned?” 

April 3rd, 2018 – Laying out his platform in a started-but-not-really-started mayoral campaign continues. 

April 10th, 2018 – It appears that others are finally starting to echo what I’ve been saying all along: 
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April 19th, 2018 – I came across his BRT Commercial for CTV on YouTube and will once again state this is 
clear campaigning and is additionally occurring costs. Prior to May 1st of course. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tRuwQStIgU 

As well, there are additional videos posted on his website (https://paulchenglondon.ca/videos/) and 
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCGcLqeBMKZbzTxT-Wtey9Q/videos ) where 

he tackles such additional topics as jobs, homelessness and homelessness. They have been regular 
posted since January of 2018. 

April 24th, 2018 – We are treated to a blog post “BRT: A Disaster Waiting to Happen” 
(https://paulchenglondon.ca/brt-disaster-waiting-to-happen/) which outlines his thought and platform 

for transportation – and as always calls for change. Which of course he will be happy to discuss with you 
at another Why Not London Town Hall being held at 7PM on April 24th at the Masonville Public Library 
(do they provide free space?) where attendees are encouraged to ‘c ome out and tell us how we can 
improve the City of London for everyone.” Details here: https://paulchenglondon.ca/event/why-not-

london-town-hall-april-24-2018/ 

April 25th, 2018 – the website address paulchengformayor.ca (his campaign website) is registered. Just 
a reminder that this is not free and would have incurred an expense prior to him filing on May 1, 2018: 

April 28th, 2018 – It may seem unrelated but honestly, what exactly is this? 

The Paul Cheng Multicultural Ambassador Scholarships 

http://paulchengformayor.ca/event/the-paul-cheng-multicultural-ambassador-scholarships/ 

Hard to say it’s campaigning per se – but what only offer them during elections years? It was also listed 
on his pre-campaign campaign website. Either coincidence or there are ulterior motives here – 

I’ll leave that up to you to decide. 
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May 1, 2018 –Papers are officially filed and new website is launched. While I’m pleasantly surprised that 
he even went to the trouble of launching a new website, I would encourage you to check his campaign 

website { http://paulchengformayor.ca/ } and compare it to it his pre-campaign campaign website { 
https://paulchenglondon.ca/ }. I would like to suggest here that they are nearly identical in terms on 

content and appearance. Even events that were held previous to May 1st were carried over to the ‘new’ 
website. 

As well, this video that appeared on his website and YouTube on May 1, 2018, 
https://youtu.be/RDGmCoTNymA . Are we to believe it was professionally shot, edited and posted that 

morning. (Spoiler alert: we are not.) It seems obvious to me that this was prepared in advance and 
would have incurred expenses prior to May 1, 2018 – when he filed his nomination papers. 

If you don’t believe me that he has been campaigning for some time now? Maybe you would believe it 
coming from him.  

( http://paulchengformayor.ca/about/#1454772290353-94cce19d-b6ca ) 

I can think of no better words to make it clear that this was an early and intended early campaign than 
those from Paul Cheng himself. 

October 19, 2018: Just a reminder that as of today Paul Cheng has already put 40 per cent more of his 
own money into his campaign than the $25,000 limit allowed by law, a move that could put him in 

jeopardy if he wins the top job, provincial and civic election officials say: 

https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/cheng-on-collision-course-with-election-spending-rules  

April 3, 2019: As per his own recent filing, Mr. Cheng maxed out his personal contributions and yet this 
appears on his financial statement: 
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Based on the fact that no creditors have come forward, I am led to believe that this deficit may well 
have been covered by him personally. This of course means he is over the personal limit – even if you 

choose to  overlook his lengthy and expensive pre-campaign campaign. 

In closing, I’d like to add that http://paulchenglondon.ca/ was Paul Cheng’s campaign website when he 
ran for Mayor and he continued to update and advertise it ever since. I am of the opinion that he really 
never took much a break from campaigning ever since and hope that based on the evidence above that 

you will agree. 

 Thanks for your time and all the best! 
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From: Alan McQuillan [mailto:alan.j.mcquillan@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2019 10:30 AM
To: Saunders, Cathy <csaunder@london.ca>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Audit Committee meeting, April 25, 2019, Paul Cheng compliance audit

Cathy:

I am in receipt of the notice of meeting.  I would like the following added to the agenda:

With regard to the spending rule enumerated in the Municipal Elections Act, it should be
noted that such a rule does two things.  (1) it places a limitation on what may be done, and {2)
it prohibits anything beyond the limitation.

A fundamental principle of parliamentary law is that before there is cause for interpretation,
there must first be an ambiguity.  The spending rule is specific, not ambiguous.  Thus, it is not
subject to interpretation other than the specific meaning as written in the text.

Respectfully Yours,

Alan J. McQuillan
16-875 Thistledown Way
London, Ontario, N6G 5G5
Tel:  (519) 870-2684
email: alan.j.mcquillan@gmail.com
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Paolatto Complaint 

Paul Paolatto (http://thepaolattoreport.com/ & official campaign site http://paolattoformayor.com/ ) 
announced he would be taking part in the Mayoral race in October of last year officially, although many 
appeared to have been aware months before... Not only was the website launched, but also the city was 
treated to billboards, bus shelter ads and various other forms of advertising - including TV commercials 
which starting running shortly thereafter. While his team is made up mostly of local political 
heavyweights, who should know better than to be seen as flagrantly thumbing their nose at the rules 
the concern perhaps should be that he has a team in place since last October at all.  Paolatto, former 
police board budget chair, said just last week (early May 2018) that he’s ready to start campaigning in 
earnest, however some (myself included) believe that Paolatto has been at the very least violating the 
spirit of election laws by advertising his civic affairs blog on billboards and on social media since last fall. 
“I’ve been very focused on just getting ideas out there and exchanging them with Londoners. You’re 
going to notice a material change now in campaigning,” he is recently quoted as saying. 

 “Leadership is about setting a direction, building a good team, and then leadership is about being a 
servant to that team, so they’re able to be successful.”  - Paul Paolatto, October 16, 2017 

That is what it’s boiling down to for this wannabe London mayor, like Paul Cheng, Paul Paolatto, has also 
made the unfortunate decision to jump the gun by launching an expensive and prolonged pre-campaign 
campaign since October 2017. Essentially campaigning in all but name earlier than allowed by law —, 
which appears obvious to me by the TV ads, billboards and social media posts, both sponsored, and 
otherwise that have pointed people to his website where he weighed in on municipal affairs and 
outlined his eventual platform. Paolatto ran advertisements for his civic affairs blog on billboards and in 
city transit shelters. Moreover, in January 2018, Paolatto unveiled a platform-plank-like case against the 
BRT plan — the alternative transit plan he has promised to outline is pretty much guaranteed to be a 
pillar of a future campaign. We have also seen TV commercials that smack of two-minute mayoral 
pitches, with Mr. Paolatto taking aim at London’s leadership, amongst other things. I think serious 
contemplation needs to be given to the question if and how these moves differ from his official 
campaign. 

Paolatto himself estimated he had spent $9,000 of his own money to promote his blog, on three 
billboards and seventeen bus stops in the October – December 2017 timeframe alone. While your on 
record as saying his “advertising doesn’t break any laws” there is little doubt it pushes the limits. 
(http://www.lfpress.com/2017/12/07/would-be-mayors-signs-push-election-law-limits-expert-says)  
And while I agree with you that, the ads do not directly ask people to vote for him the website itself 
clearly outlines a platform and does ask citizens for their support. I question your assertion that "it does 
not appear to indicate that the individual is a candidate in the upcoming municipal election." 
(https://london.ctvnews.ca/paul-paolatto-to-run-for-mayor-next-year-1.3634586) The first line of the 
previously linked article seems to suggest that the media agrees with my assertion: “It's official. Paul 
Paolatto will run for mayor of London in 2018.”  

While I suspect the name was changed at some point, It is worth nothing that the current “Paul Paolatto 
for Mayor” Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/pg/PaulPaolatto/)  was started on September 
12, 2017 with the following post … 
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Maybe it was simply for his blog, as he is certain to suggest, this mid-November post certainly seems to 
suggest otherwise … 

As of November 2017 his team appears to include, but was not limited to Cheryl Miller, Nathan Caranci, 
Mike Sloan and Sarah Browning. While I am willing to concede that these political insiders, who are 
almost certainly known to your office, are doing it out of the goodness of their heart, I am increasingly 
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skeptical. If your concern with this is whether or not it incurred any type of expense, you might as well 
ignore it. The more important question to me is why there was any type of team in place at all? 

The argument appears to be that what we saw prior to May 1, 2018 was not in fact a campaign. Unless I 
am reading, something into this that is not there this social media post from December 27, 2017 by Mr. 
Paolatto himself seems to contradict this: 

Then January 18th the following (sponsored) ad came up in my social media, as well as countless of other 
Londoners. If you can tell me how this differs from a campaign ad, I would be quite interested in your 
explanation: 
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It was actually Jan 19th, 2018 when the first poll came out (http://www.iheartradio.ca/newstalk-1290-
cjbk/new-poll-cheng-leading-over-other-mayoral-candidates-but-most-undecided-1.3565712) with 
Cheng leading the way and Paolatto showing poorly. Regardless, to remind you, we are to believe that 
he will not actually be a candidate for almost three months at this point. I will also mention here that 
this poll was done at the request of the London Institute, a “nonprofit think-and-do tank” whose 
executive director is Amir Farahi, a vocal critic of our current council and Paolatto supporter. I suspect 
there is nothing in violation of the Municipal Election Act in this act per se, but certainly would have 
both incurred some expense and seems related to third party advertising in some regards. 

“The truncated campaign period is an extreme challenge. I can’t even start to raise money, let alone 
spend money, until the campaign period begins. And a chunk of that period is tied up with the 

summer vacations — when I have messaging to bring to the public, they’re busy with other 
commitments.” 

— Expected mayoral candidate Paul Paolatto, on the Municipal Elections Act changes. (Feb 2, 2018) 

January 22, 2018: A number of trees are wrapped in yellow caution tape in protest to London’s BRT plan. 
The groups responsible is called 'Up Shift's Creek" and Linda Rice is interviewed by a number of local 
media outlets, specifically Linda Rice – the group’s organizer. Genuinely curious if any of her coworkers 
at Royal Lepage are associated with the Paolatto campaign? Again, these coincidences do indeed 
happen but I felt it was at least worth mentioning. 

SOURCE: Royal LePage. Pictured: Linda Rice, Roger Caranci, Cheryl Miller & Stewart Blair.) 

The costs of Mr. Paolatto’s pre-campaign campaign are substantial. I think the citizens of Londoners 
need some insurance that the significant costs of advertising, writing, hosting, video production costs 
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and other associated with the campaign incurred prior to the nomination papers being filed are not 
somehow included in the expenses. My argument here is actually that these costs SHOULD be included 
as part of the campaign, but if it is decided that is not the case than lets at least ensure that the decision 
is universal in how it is applied. 

Paul Paolatto has been referred to as “Mayoral Candidates” by local media for some time now and I can 
hardly blame them for their confusion. He is frequently asked to provide comments for stories regarding 
municipal politics. While his intentions have long been known, it should be obvious to everyone that 
until May 1, 2018 that is not the case and is clearly causing voter confusing I hate to think that London is 
giving the impression that pre campaign campaigns are allowed to exist because even if you report it, it 
is not dealt with until after elections. Should we not change that? It seems akin to disqualifying a goal 
once the hockey game has been won, no? 
 

January 23, 2018 - a “reminder” from the city clerk’s office to Mr. Paolatto about the Municipal Elections 
Act. He publicly states he will discontinue advertising and explains his decision this way: “I don’t 
apologize for advertising my blog, but I’m not interested in making Londoners uncomfortable,” he said. 
“The fact that someone has formally complained, I want to respect the fact they’re uncomfortable with 
it.” 

There seemed to be further evidence of a campaign team in place when Paul Paolatto discussed his BRT 
plans on January 30th 2018 when it was reported, “Numbers aside, Paolatto tells 980 CFPL he’s working 
on his own alternative plan to bus rapid transit which he says is “much more honest, a little bit more 
measured, something that reflects all of the transportation modes.” And he is not working on it alone. 
“This is not just Paul Paolatto off on the side of his desk working on this plan. I’ve brought in some 
expertise that I think makes better sense.” (https://globalnews.ca/news/3996473/bus-rapid-transit-
operating-cost-breakdown-by-mayoral-hopeful-draws-councillors-criticism/)  

January 31, 2018: I see the following ad on my Facebook feed: 

 

 

 

Feb 7th …. This ad: 
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March 6, 2018 – It is hard to imagine any other context for this except as part of a focussed and 
intentional campaigning. While he may not explicitly ask for votes, the whole thing is clearly meant to 
encourage exactly that. I would draw your attention specifically to the phrase, “… a gap in leadership 

and that’s why I’m trying to change the story …” 
https://twitter.com/PPaolatto/status/970992737678848000 

March 16, 2018 – Can we infer from the following tweet that Paolatto is inferring actions he will 
undertake as Mayor? I am of the opinion that we can and this can only be considered part of an ongoing 

campaign. 
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… an opinion that is further clarified by the following. 

 

March 21, 2018 – To say the line between campaign and discussion became a little murky in the 
discussion around this Facebook post 

(https://www.facebook.com/PaulPaolatto/posts/2057053954506090) over the last few days would be a 
bit of an understatement … 
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Also, a perhaps relevant note is that Cheryl Miller appears to confirm for the first time publicly that she 
is, as many already knew, working on the campaign. In addition, this entire “unfulfilled agreement” thing 

leaves a bad taste in m mouth. 

 

March 22, 2018 – This tweet (https://twitter.com/PPaolatto/status/973741444765696002) is almost 
certainly asking for votes. Notice the phrase, “The Mayor needs to 'own' this plan and drive growth in 

London. Clearly Matt doesn't want to do it. I do!” 
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SEE ALSO: 

 

 

March 25, 2018 – a 2:45 minute video posted to Facebook in essence making the case why he should be 
voted Mayor. (https://www.facebook.com/PaulPaolatto/videos/2061732410704911/)  
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(SEE ALSO TWITTER: https://twitter.com/PPaolatto/status/978227146240901130) 

March 26, 2018 – Facebook advertising, if it indeed ever ceased has restarted: 

April 3rd, 2018 – In my opinion Mr. Paolatto continues laying out his platform as his started-but-not-
really-started mayoral campaign continues … 
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April 15, 2018 – A video posted (https://www.facebook.com/PaulPaolatto/videos/2072027056342113/) 
to discuss “issues facing London” with Shawn Lewis, who has already publicly slated his intention to run 

in Ward 2 here in London. I have heard rumours or a slate being run and this appears to be the first 
confirmation that this will be the case. Again, while he never states his intention to fix them as Mayor – 

it is certainly implied. These are NOT actions he intends to take as a concerned citizen. ENOUGH! 

 

 

April 19, 2018 – Once again, under what authority would he making these changes? Perhaps as Mayor? 
If so, we need to look at this as part of a platform …. And thus, part of a campaign. And as a sponsored 
post also incurred costs associated with it.  
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April 22, 2018 – I’m sorry, this addendum to the end of today’s blog post 
(http://thepaolattoreport.com/london-moves-part-6-computers-on-wheels/ ) are not typical of a 

concerned citizen and specifically address postponing council’s action until AFTER the next municipal 
election. Clearly … once again … campaigning. 
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April 27th, 2018 – the website address paolattoformayor.com (his campaign website) is registered. Just 
a reminder that this is not free and would have incurred an expense prior to him filing on May 1, 2018: 

 

 

April 28, 2018 – Mr. Paolatto sits with another soon-to-be Ward 13 candidate to discuss “downtown 
London and unity within our city.” Again, I would suggest this aligns with campaigning and part of a 

mayoral platform. However, I will let you decide for yourself: 
https://twitter.com/fyfemillar/status/990398831429746688 

 

May 1, 2018 – (https://twitter.com/MeganatLFPress/status/991302665102651392) 

Website launched May 1, 2018 with a professional looking video. Also, did anyone else notice all the 
signs at his campaign kickoff event? How about the numerous and professional t-shirts in the crowd? 

Seems like short notice. 

SHIRTS? 
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Signs? 

 

https://twitter.com/PPaolatto/status/992029970586193920  

Pretty nice looking video you have there. Would be a shame if it was shot and edited prior to May 1st … 

https://twitter.com/PPaolatto/status/991301722252308481  
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While filing his nomination papers at City Hall Paolatto is quoted by LFP reporter Megan Stacy:  
Paul Paolatto says voters will see a difference between the “exchanging of ideas” he’s done so far and 

the campaigning that is about to begin. 

That being said, the fact Mr. Paolatto has maintained the same social media accounts and simply 
changes the website information to his mayoral campaign accounts does seem to suggest quite the 

opposite – that both are part of a sustained and continued campaign … 
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May 3, 2018 – the following email received from a ‘Concerned Londoner who chose to remain 
anonymous: 

Concerned Londoner wrote: 

Am I to assume you will be filing a complaint to the Election Compliance Audit Committee against Mr. 
Paolatto for pulling the same stunts as (and to a greater extent than) Mr. Cheng?  Specifically and prior 
to nomination day: spending of money, production of commercials, billboard election campaigning (but 
really it was just a blog), production of campaign signage, production of campaign t-shirts, use of City 

logo in campaign advertisements, etc. 

Asking for a friend !!! 

I did no further investigation into these allegations and simply cite it here to make it clear that I am not 
the only Londoner that feels this way. Which I suspect you were likely already aware. 

May 7, 2018 – Pretty confused this morning. If the previous website wasn’t part of the campaign then 
why is he promoting part 7 in a series now that the campaign has officially started? 

http://thepaolattoreport.com/london-moves-part-7-active-mobility/ 

Next up – part 8? Is it possible that this has been laying out his platform for Mayor all along? 

And that is EXACTLY what I am challenging and asking you to decide. 

A Facebook discussion from Sept. 20th, 2018 I think best lays out the argument that Mr. Paolatto himself 
has made all along. Which I believe is wrong and a blatant attempt to work the existing system and 

make early campaigning the new normal. Which I’m trying obviously to prevent. I ask you to decide for 
yourself. 

Compliance Audit Committee Page 67



Compliance Audit Committee Page 68



Compliance Audit Committee Page 69



Compliance Audit Committee Page 70



Compliance Audit Committee Page 71



Compliance Audit Committee Page 72


	ADP38C6.tmp
	Agenda
	2018 Municipal Election Compliance Audit Committee

	ADP80E5.tmp
	Agenda Including Addeds
	2018 Municipal Election Compliance Audit Committee




